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COACHING / WORKING WITH YOUNG CHILDREN POLICY  
 
Paviors RFC are committed to providing the very best and appropriate coaching to all.  We work 
hard to raise the standard of rugby coaching within the club and to encourage the growth, we aim 
to exemplar in everything we do. To enhance this process, we follow a “logical” pathway for 
emerging coaches to follow. 
 
Regardless of a coaching volunteer’s playing experience, coaching is a completely different 
indeed. Children are not small adults and should not be treated as such! Communication and 
coaching styles are quite different. There is a coaching philosophy and structure that has evolved 
over a considerable period of time and is a tried and trusted mechanism, devised to enhance the 
development of coaches by improving their coaching abilities across all age groups. 
 
The RFU Code of practice 7: Minimum Standards for Coaches and Referees sets out 3 levels of 
practice which give us in the club a standard to work towards.  There are 3 levels of practice which 
are laid out below; 
 
Required Practice 
 
DBS (those in clubs or academies MUST have an RFU Enhanced DBS) 
It is mandatory that every Age Grade coach meets the Required Practice. 
 
Standard Practice (coaches + referees) 
 

 Completion of DBS 

 Completion and application of online Head Case training course and  
application (www.englandrugby.com/headcase)  

 RFU UKCC Coaching / Refereeing Qualification.  

 Standard Practice is that most coaches and referees will have willingly  
obtained a qualification. 

 
Best Practice (coaches + referees) 
 

 Licensed Coach / Referee (eligible to become a member of the England Rugby 
Coaching Association (ERCA) or English Rugby Refereeing Association  
(ERRA) member)   

 Qualified, Active and Engaging in annual CPD, including refereeing  
(if relevant) 

 Has completed the RFU Play It Safe safeguarding training, or comparable 
training for teachers in a school environment 

 Has completed a relevant First Aid course 

 Best Practice is what most coaches and referees should aspire to.  
 
Age Coaching Course Qualification/CPD  
 
The RFU provide appropriate courses which will give the coach the tools to coach at the right  
levels.
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